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Mary Sherry's "In Praise of the 'F' Word
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sherry’s title is misleading, and it makes me think that the article will be full of praises and nice talk. However, this is not the case, as the essay is full of criticism and contempt. Sherry attacks the high school graduates who she says will graduate without any skills to the disappointment of their employers. She argues that many graduates will be awarded meaningless diplomas because they lack the necessary skills and knowledge to work.  I believe Mary Sherry chose this title so that teachers could use the concept of failure to motivate students to achieve more when in school. The title is meant to encourage parents and teachers to use failure as a form of encouragement to the students.
Sherry gives the example of her son's senior year high school experience. He did not put the required effort in class. His English teacher, Mrs. Stifter, did not tolerate this behavior. The teacher warned that she would give Sherry's son a failing grade. Her son had not been by a teacher like that, but she finally came into terms with the approach. On realization that he would fail and not graduate, her son made English class a priority and passed with an A grade (Sherry, 565). This case reinforces her case of using failure to motivate students to work hard. Mrs. Stifter flunked Sherry's son, which made him put more effort in English. He ended up scoring an A in the subject. This is what Sherry means by using failure to motivate students. She sees it as a positive teaching tool. When her son was threatened with flunking, he put more effort and passed the subject. This means the threat of failure works.
Sherry quotes her students rather than summarizing what they said in order to make her essay more vivid and engaging. By using direct speech, many readers are convinced and believe what she says or argues about. Direct speech leads to a stronger mental representation of the exact wording of a sentence than indirect speech. Using direct speech creates a mental image of the described situation, and this explains why Sherry used it in her article. Therefore I believe Sherry used direct speech is more depiction-like compared to the indirect speech, which is description-like. Using direct speech, therefore, makes readers make have a mental description of what was said. Since direct speech explains what exactly was said and how it was said, Sherry wanted her readers to remember her information. Sherry hopes the quotations will enable her to persuade and convince her readers so that they believe her argument.
One quote that illustrates logos is, "I will never forget a teacher who played that card to get the attention of one of my children” (488). In this statement, Sherry tries to capture the attention of the reader and convince them how the threat of failure works. The statement is an example of logos because it persuades the readers with reason, using an example. After this statement, Sherry goes ahead and explains how her son's teacher flunked him and made her son pass English with an A grade. The overall aim of Sherry is to prove to the readers that using failure can be a useful tool for motivating students. The statement convinces the reader that Sherry's son passed after his English teacher flunked him. He uses this example as evidence and proof that when teachers use failure as a teaching tool, the students will pass. She convinces her audience that if students do not have a healthy fear of failure, they will not be motivated to work.
Cause
The cause of lack of motivation to work in students is the lack of a healthy fear of failure.

Effect
· The lack of skills and knowledge by many graduates leads to the disappointment of employers who find the graduates semiliterate.
· The meaningless diplomas lead to some of the graduates enrolling in adult-literacy programs to acquire skills they failed to learn in high school.
Comparison
· Sherry compares flunking to have a similar merit today as it had two generations ago.
Contrast 
· Mary contrasts Stifter, the English teacher who taught her son with the other teachers.
· The teacher was different in her approach to teaching, which Sherry thought was radical.
· Mrs. Stifter flunked Sherry's son and used failure to motivate him. No teacher had threatened to fail him before.
Definition 
· Sherry uses the word flunk to mean to fail. 
Example
· Sherry gives the example of her son’s senior year high school experience, who, after being flunked by his English teacher, worked hard and got excellent results at the end of the semester.
· This is a practical example of how teachers can use failure as a teaching tool.


“Tens of thousands of 18-year-olds will graduate this year and be handed meaningless diplomas.” This is logical reasoning because normally, a graduate is supposed to have skills that he/she would use when working.  In Sherry's article, students get passed along even when they do not learn the learning material. The students end up graduating with no skills to put to practice. They cannot work in any organization because they are semiliterate. Thus, their diplomas are meaningless.
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